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“What is the most important thing someone should 
know who is not a member of the Greendale Community 
Church?” That’s the question I posed to Pastor David 
Gaeth. His answer, “The doors are always open at the 
Greendale Community Church. This has always been a 
socially minded church”. He went on to say that the 
church was “not here to serve ourselves, but to serve the 
greater community”. One of the church’s mission 
statements sums it up perfectly:

“No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s 
journey, you’re welcome here."

(David J. Miller, the Patch, “Greendale Community 
Church Still Growing and Serving,” 2013)
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Fall 1938
In Greendale, there was initially a Catholic 
and a Protestant (Lutheran) Church.

Dora Ariens and Minnie Frew got up in the 
morning, put 2-month-old Kathleen into a 
buggy, and went door to door looking for 
“others” and telling them they wanted to 
start a church. This is an image of Dora 
and her daughter, Kathleen, after one such 
door-to-door session. 

Dora and her husband met at North 
Division high school. They belonged to the 
same church as Minnie Frew and her 
husband, and the two women were best 
friends. The two couples signed up to 
move to Greendale, applied, and kept their 
fingers crossed. The Ariens first lived on 
Dendron Lane, where this photo was 
taken.



On July 16, 1940, 36 founding members 
signed the Church Constitution forming a new 
church

In 1948, the church affiliated with the 
Wisconsin Conference of Congregational 
Churches.

In 1957, it became part of the United Church 
of Christ when that denomination was 
established.



“On Tuesday, June 25,1957, at Cleveland, Ohio…a fellowship of 
biblical people under a mutual covenant for responsible freedom in 
Christ, joined together as the United Church of Christ. …. Two million 
members joined hands.

The story of the United Church of Christ is the story of people 
serving God through the church. … A message was sent to the 
churches from the Uniting General Synod… The union, the message 
continued, was possible because the “two companies of Christians 
hold the same basic belief: that Christ and Christ alone is the head 
of the Church … From him [we] derive the understanding of God, … 
participation in the same spirit, the doctrines of faith, the influence 
toward holiness, the duties of divine worship, the apprehension of 
the significance of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the observance of 
church order, the mutual love of Christians and their dedication to 
the betterment of the world” (“Report on the Uniting General Synod:” 
Advance, July 12, 1957, p. 22).”



Greendale Community Church began as Sunday school 
in Minnie’s living room in 1938. They hired a minister. 
Kathleen Ariens remembers having church in the 
minister’s living room when she was in second grade. 
The younger kids would get their Sunday School stuff on 
and go early. The furniture would be pushed aside, and 
the kids set up hairs in the living room.

While the adults were having church, the kids would go 
onto the porch and have Sunday School. All the children 
were around the same age and would have Sunday 
School together.



Their values and visions:

As noted in an article celebrating GCC’s 75th anniversary and Minnie’s 
100th birthday, Minnie said "We wanted everyone to feel as though 
they had equal access to God.”

As the article continues, “Her vision was based on embracing the 
community and inspiring youth. Minnie is glad those same values hold 
true today.”

"We wanted to include people. We are trying to understand people and 
trying to love everybody. And to be better as teachers of children -- to 
understand god and realize that he is the most important thing," said 
Minnie. 



Then they began to meet in 
community spaces. The 
Catholics got the auditorium 
as they were the biggest 
group. Kathleen said the 
Lutherans and GCC had 
classrooms.

In Greendale Remembers, 
Bob Sullivan said that 
masses were at 8:10 and 
noon and the Protestant 
services were at 9 and 11.



Holding services at the school
Kathleen remembers helping get the desks all set up and the 
minister would stand up in front.  Kids would begin in church, then go 
to a separate classroom, all together, for Sunday School.

One time, a church member (who was also a teacher) got stuck in a 
desk and the janitor and some of the men had to take the whole 
desk apart.

A high point she remembers was when some of them would go 
downstairs to the recreation room and have juice and snacks.

As the GCC got bigger, they moved from a classroom to meet in the 
recreation room, but “we never go the auditorium like the Catholics 
did.”



Spotlight on a 
notebook in the 
GCC archives



1940-1947



A few pages from 1939



A few pages from 1940



A few pages from 1941



A page 
from 1942

Kathleen remembers that every summer, 
there was a church picnic at picnic grounds 
where the high school tennis courts all.  All 
that area where the high school is now was 
woods. “ That was fun and the kids got free 
candy and we got free soda. My mom would 
pack a big basket.  She didn’t drive, a lot of 
the other women drove, but we would walk, 
she would push the stroller with mark in it.  I 
thought that was so far away and it was so 
fun to be in the woods.”



A page 
from 
1943



A few more pages from 1943



1943-1944



October 23, 1941
“Greendale 
Community 
choir 
volunteered 
their voices for 
radio 
broadcasts of 
church services 
at the WTMJ 
studio.  Photo 
was in the 
Greendale 
Review on 
October 23, 
1941. In the 
Greendale 
Theater.”



C. 1946
“Reverend 
Van Tassild 
[sic] (at left) 
and 
members of 
the 
Greendale 
Community 
Church in 
the 
Greendale 
Theater.”



1946 Greendale Community Church Dinner
“Top Row: Jack Spratler, Unknown, Bob Thomas, 
Charlotte Thomas, Alan Clack, Judy Clack, 
Unknown, Unknown, Penny Scott, Afina Scott, 
Bengt Sandstrom, Elsabritt Sandstrom (on lap), 
Berget Sandstrom, Alex Smith, Patrica Smith, 
Rose Steffen, Ken Steffen, Unknown, Unknown, 
David Lewis, Helmuth Repp, Larry Repp, Carol 
Witwer, Judy Schreihart, Joanne Sorensen. 
Second row from the Top: Bob Eppley, Joan 
Eppley, Bill Washburn, Edith Washburn, Warren 
Bjorn, Agnes Bjorn, Helen Stark, Rudolph Rice, 
Mrs. Rice, Russ Knowles, John Ambruster, Mrs. 
Ambruster, Dorothy Bansemer, Marlene 
Bansemer, Lansing Bansemer, Margaret 
Bansemer, Gilbert Bansemer, Marion Schweer, 
Mrs. Nichols, George Nichols. Third row from top: 
Vivian Husher, Dora Ariens, Minnie Frew, Lorena 
Fogelberg, Unknown, Unknown, Dolores Yoss, 
Carl Yoss, Mr. VanTassell, Mrs. VanTassell, Mrs. 
Emery Reed, Grace Knowles, Angie Dickinson, 
Lee Soratler, Ruth Meyer, Kenneth Meyer, Alta 
Mason, Harold Mason, Evelyn Repp. Fourth Row 
from top, Children on Riser: Dianna Steffen, 
Unknown, Patty Thomas, Sandy Thomas, Barb 
Knowles, Nancy Ambruster, Janice Bjorn, 
Unknown, Unknown, Shannon Reed, Unknown, 
Unknown, Unknown, Gretchen Meyer, Edna 
Clack, Joey Clack, Judy Bjorn, Wesley Bjorn, 
Sharon Repp. Children sitting on the floor: Ruth 
Sorensen, Donna Yoss, Unknown, Kathleen 
Ariens, Unknown, Unknown, Unknown. “



“Ours shall be a church open to all, a place of community 
inspiration, community joy and community strength.”

Funding a building to serve as a home for 
the Church



In 1946 or 1948, the Clover Lane property was 
purchased for $600. Kathleen remembers: “I can 
remember they cut all the trees down, we had 
that piece of land, and everyone helped with the 
brush, even the kids. And I can remember when 
we first started building the church, i had to be 
maybe 5th 6th or 7th … all there was was the 
church, there was a bathroom and a little 
kitchen.“ 

In 1953-1954, the sanctuary and multi-purpose 
room was built. It was designed by Dale Johnson, 
who built the first solar house in Greendale. 

The wooden arches were created in the village 
warehouses where Southridge Mall is, and 
Kathleen remembers that they brought those in, 
and “I was in the youth group 7th grade and I can 
remember we had to go down there every 
Saturday and Sunday after church” and varnish 
the arches.  “Every time I sit in church I look up 
and think of varnishing those arches.”  
“Everybody who belonged to that church did 
something, they had something to do.”  According 
to the UCC profile of GCC, ““In the 16 months of 
the building project, the members of the parish 
contributed more than 10,000 hours of labor.”

On Christmas Eve, 1953, the congregation 
worshipped under the three wooden arches of the 
sanctuary with tarps as ceiling, in candlelight. The 
sanctuary was dedicated in 1954. 





C. 1953
“The 
Greendale 
Community 
Church has 
completed its 
construction.”



1953
“Greendale 
Community Church 
under construction on 
northwest corner of 
Southway and Clover 
Lane.  This church 
was built by the 
congregation with 
10,000 hours of 
Volunteer work. Only 
the electric, plumbing, 
and heating were 
contracted out. There 
were 60 families in the 
Congregation at the 
time. Dedication was 
in 1954 with the Rev 
Curtis T. Schowalter 
serving as pastor from 
1953-1961“



The church continues to grow
1957: sanctuary building expanded to include Pilgrim 
Hall, removed after damage by 1980 snowfall
1958: first education wing built
1962-1963: “The Chancel expansion of the sanctuary, 
and the addition of the Christian Education wing of the 
church” dedicated in May

1980: Fellowship Room added and offices
2012: ground broken for new education space and 
accessible entrance more, new nursery, accessible 
bathrooms
2013: new education wing



Continued involvement in building
From the Greendale Patch: “Pastor Gaeth told me he is constantly amazed at the creativity 
and talents of the GCC congregation. I met one of those talents at the Open House on 
Sunday by the name of Chuck Foulke. Since 2002 Chuck was part of the team working on 
the planning for the education wing. In early 2011 Chuck retired from a position as IT 
Facilities Coordinator at Northwestern Mutual. Then instead of settling into a lazy 
retirement he committed himself even more to the building expansion.

“Chuck told me that once construction began April 16, 2012 he was on site every single 
day. He spent so much time wearing a hard hat that his family and friends thought that his 
head was shaped that way .…just kidding Chuck. His responsibilities were to coordinate 
the work of the architects, builders, bank, and congregation. To look at the final result I’d 
say he did an excellent job. Every project is a team effort, but even on a team there are 
champions who lead the way. Chuck was one of the true ‘champions’ for the Greendale 
Community Church’s Education Wing expansion.

“As a follow up I asked Chuck if his projects at home had suffered during the construction, 
and would he be devoting himself to them now. He said he has plenty of unfinished and 
un-started projects at home, but during construction he identified so many more little 
projects that really, really needed to be done at the Church. His home projects will get 
done eventually. Yea, sure Chuck!”



The Greendale Playschool

Dora went to Alverno to get a degree in 
early childhood development. In 1960, 
another woman in the church wanted to 
start a nursery, and she and Dora 
established the Greendale Playschool.

The Greendale Playschool is still an 
independent, non-sectarian, non-profit 
school.



From Dora as the Sunday 
School Superintendent 

through the GCC’s history, 
women have held 

leadership positions.



Pastors
1941-1943 Rev. Dalton E. 
MacDonald

1943-1947 Rev. Morgan W. 
Van Tassell

1948-1953 Rev. Maurice H. 
Terry

1953-1961 Rev. Curtis T. 
Schowalter

1961-1982 Rev. Robert Horst

1982-1995 Rev. Richard 
Manny

1987-1998 Rev. Ardyth 
Johnson

2001-2010 Pastor Ann Utke

1996-present Rev. David J. 
Gaeth



And even 
now, of 
course:

https://www.green
dalecommunitych
urch.org/committe

esandboards 

https://www.greendalecommunitychurch.org/committeesandboards
https://www.greendalecommunitychurch.org/committeesandboards
https://www.greendalecommunitychurch.org/committeesandboards
https://www.greendalecommunitychurch.org/committeesandboards


Spotlight on three decades 
in the Church’s history:

1900 1940 1960 1980 2000

1930s
 1960s

        2020s



Map of Greendale in 
1960



Spotlight on 
Church Life 
in 1966 
from The 
Greendale 
Village Life





Women’s Fellowship 
of Greendale 

Community Church



Circle No. 6 of the GCC
\



The Greendale 
Woman’s Club 

had some 
meetings at GCC.



Children’s clothing resale



Boy Scouts 
meet at 

GCC



TOPS





The 
Playschool



The Greendale League of Women 
Voters sometimes met at the 

Greendale Community Church

The 
Greendale 
Village Life, 
Thursday 
March 10 
and March 
31, 1966



1960s 
The Greendale 

Village Life



Milwaukee context in the 1960s

https://uwm.e
du/marchonm
ilwaukee/keyt
erms/naacp-y
outh-council/ 

https://uwm.edu/marchonmilwaukee/keyterms/naacp-youth-council/
https://uwm.edu/marchonmilwaukee/keyterms/naacp-youth-council/
https://uwm.edu/marchonmilwaukee/keyterms/naacp-youth-council/
https://uwm.edu/marchonmilwaukee/keyterms/naacp-youth-council/
https://uwm.edu/marchonmilwaukee/keyterms/naacp-youth-council/


Greendale 
Community 
Church 
played a role 
in the South 
Suburban 
Milwaukee 
Human 
Relations 
Council, 
addressing 
racial 
discrimination 
in Milwaukee 
County











Mission Trips Span Decades
“When I sat down recently to learn more about the Greendale Community Church, the 
Pastor and a dozen of the parishioners had just returned from a trip to Staten Island. I was 
impressed that the congregation had responded so quickly to help an area devastated by 
Hurricane Sandy. I learned that the congregation has been taking mission trips to Staten 
Island for some time already. Working with Project Hospitality (an organization serving the 
homeless, chemically dependent and sick) there were Youth Mission trips in 2008 and 
2010, and Adult Mission trips in 2011 and 2013. On this most recent trip half of the group 
worked in the soup kitchen and food pantry. The other half worked on behalf of the Steven 
Siller Foundation cleaning out a damaged house so it could be made habitable again.

“But serving the community is nothing new to this congregation. There have been 
numerous mission trips to southwest Texas over the years, where an orphanage was 
rebuilt just over the U.S. border in Mexico. Working with the Southwest Good Samaritan 
Ministries, an addition was put on a house for family with a young disabled child. Also, the 
church is a sponsor of Open Arms Orphanage in South Africa. Closer to home, the 
congregation supports Guest House in Milwaukee throughout the year. Guest House helps 
men who are homeless and typically drug dependent become self-reliant, fully employed, 
and productive members of society. Pastor Gaeth believes that serving these men is great 
for the congregation and seeing the transformation they make is especially important for 
the youth of the parish to witness. “
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After the 2024 election, the “Values 
and Visions” circle began meeting, 
due to the work of two more GCC 
women who decided to do 
something: Jackie Schultz and 
Nancy Krase

Activities included creating a social 
justice library, writing letters and 
postcards, hosting these 
suffragette teas, No Kings rallies, 
educational events including 
candidate listening sessions, other 
activities like movies and speakers, 
and partnering with other local 
groups.




